Grade 6 Social Studies Review Notes
Principles of Democracy

1) What is a democracy?
A country where citizens of a country participate in the decision making of that country

2) What are the principles of democracy?
Equity, justice, freedoms, representation

3) What are some examples of democracies?
Canada’s three level of governments, the US, Iroquois Confederacy, Ancient Athens, etc

4) What is the main difference between direct and representative democracy?
In direct democracy citizens play a direct role in making decisions, in representative democracy citizens select others to make decisions for them

5) List as many responsibilities of citizens living in a representative democracy as you can think of?
To obey laws, to contribute to decision making, to vote, to inform government of what they want and need, to listen to others

6) How does Canada’s justice system help protect your democratic and constitutional rights?  Give several examples.
Justice system recognizes the rights of all Canadian individuals including legal rights such as right to remain silent, right to an attorney, etc.

7) A proposed, or suggested, law is known as……
bill

8) Once a bill has been passed into law it is known as a(n)……
Act

9) The most import law of Canada and a framework for how our government should work is known as
Constitution

10) Canada’s system of government that involves having a monarch whose power is limited by laws is known as
Constitutional Monarchy

11) The right to vote is known as
Suffrage, (franchise)


12) A person who seizes power and governs in a harsh, cruel way
Tyrant

13) What is each minister responsible for in the provincial government
A government department

14) What is the political system called where citizens elect their representatives to govern and make decisions on their behalf. We use this in Canada.
Representative democracy

Ideals of Equity and Fairness
1) What is the Charter of Rights and Freedoms?
A document that became law in Canada in 1982 as part of the Canada Act.  

2) What does the Charter provide to Canadians?
It guarantees individual and collective rights to all Canadians

3) List Examples of Fundamental freedoms in the Charter
Freedom of conscience and religion
Freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression
Freedom of the press
Freedom of peaceful assembly
Freedom of association

4) List examples of democratic rights in the Charter.
Right to vote
Right to run for an election
A right to have regular elections
Right to have elected representatives meeting regularly

5) List examples of mobility rights in the Charter
The right to move to any province or territory
To get a job in any province/territory
6) List examples of Legal Rights in the Charter
Right to life, liberty and security of person 
Right to be secure against unreasonable search and seizure
Right not to be arbitrarily detained or imprisoned
Right to be informed of reasons for arrest
Right to retain counsel when arrested
Right to be informed of reasons for arrest
Right to be presumed innocent t until proven guilty
Right not to be denied reasonable bail without just cause
Right not to be tried twice for the same offense
Right not to be treated with cruel treatment
Right not to have to provide evidence against oneself
Right to have interpreter to understand what is happening in court
7) Give some examples of equality rights in the Charter
Everyone has the right to equal protection and equal benefit of the law
No discrimination based on race, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age, or mental or physical disability

8) Give several examples of group rights protected by the Charter
Aboriginal rights, language rights

9) What was the Treaty of La Grande Paix de Montreal?  
The Governor of New France invited all First Nation tribes from his area to come and negotiate a peace between all parties

10) Why did the Treaty of La Grande Paix de Montreal come about?  
The French were finding that fighting between native tribes and between the French and particular tribes was negatively affecting the fur trade.  It was hoped that a peace treaty would help facilitate the fur trade

11) When did the Treaty of La Grande Paix de Montreal take place?  
Negotiations may have begun as early as 1697; the treaty was signed in 1701

12) How did the Treaty of La Grande Paix de Montréal address collective identity and collective rights? 
Each first Nation and the French were recognized as equal and independent nation 

13) How do the Treaty of La Grande Paix de Montréal and the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms compare in the way that each addresses individual and collective identity and collective rights?
In La Grande Paix each first nation and the French were recognized as an equal and independent nation. This means collective rights were recognized

14) Why is the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms entrenched in the Canadian Constitution?  How would it be different if it was not entrenched?
Because the Charter is entrenched in the constitution governments cannot change it without using the hard to achieve amending formula.  This means it is very hard for governments to pass laws that take away rights

15) When you ask a higher court to review the decision made by a lower court, this is called an….
Appeal

16) A person who is accused of a crime in a court case is known as
Defendant


17) This document is the first charter of rights and was signed in England in 1215.
Magna Carta
18) In a court case what do we call the person who brings a complaint about another person to the court
Plaintiff

19) This is a very important principle in democracies.  It is the idea that laws apply to everyone equally
Rule of law

20) This was a group of women who fought for women’s right to vote
Suffragettes

Local Government
1) In the City of Edmonton who represents us at the local government level?
Councilors

2) What is the area called that elects people in Edmonton’s local elections?
Wards

3) How are representatives chosen to form a local government?  
City of Edmonton has regularly scheduled elections every three years
People vote for councilors from their Ward
People also vote directly for mayor
People also vote for school board trustees

4) What are the responsibilities of local governments?  Name as many areas of jurisdiction as possible.
City police, sanitation, local roads, recreational centers

5) Name as many local government areas of jurisdiction as you can think about.
City police, sanitation, local roads, fire protection, animal control, recreational centers, parks and recreation, water management, 

6) What is the main source of revenue for local governments?
Property taxes and other levels of government


7) What role is played by school boards within local communities? 
School Boards:
Make rules and policies for schools
Make decisions and services and programming
Make decisions about school buildings and student transportation
Listen to people’s complaints and make fair judgments
Make sure the provincial curriculum is taught
Decide how the budget is spent
Listen to what people think is important for their children’s education

8) A person hired to run or work in a government department is known as a
Civil servant

9) A person who serves on a school board is known as a
Trustee

10) What are laws made by local governments called?
Bylaws

11) Urban local governments come include three versions, what are they?
Cities, towns, and villages

12) Rural local governments come in two forms, what are they
Municipal districts and countries

13) The top elected official in an urban local government is usually called a
Mayor

14) The top elected official in rural local government is
Reeve

15) First Nations governments on reserves are called band councils.  Who heads the band council.
A chief

Provincial Government
1) Who is the head of government at the provincial level?
The premier

2) How does one become the premier of the province?
By being the leader of the party that wins the most seats in a provincial election

3) Who is the Queen’s representative at the provincial level?
Lieutenant Governor
4) What are the main responsibilities of the Lieutenant Governor?
Represent the monarch
be impartial, 
open and discontinue a session of the Legislature, 
Read the Speech from the Throne, 
grant royal assent to bills

5) What are the responsibilities of the provincial government? 
Health, education, children’s services, agriculture and food, tourism and parts, seniors and community support


6) Generally speaking where do cabinet ministers come from?
They are generally elected MLAs from the same party as the premier

7) An elected representative who is in charge of a provincial government department
Cabinet minister

8) A member of the legislative Assembly who is not a member of the party in power is known as an
Opposition Member

9) A voting district is known as a
Constituency, riding, electoral district

10) People who live in the area represented by a member of government is known as
Constituents

11) At the beginning of a session in the Alberta Legislature the Lieutenant Governor makes an important speech.  Who writes the speech and what is it called?
Government writes speech and it is the Speech from the Throne

Impacting Decision Making
1) Provide some examples of how  individuals, groups and associations within a community participate in the decision-making process regarding current events or issues 
Lobbying
Petitioning
 organizing and attending local meetings and rallies
contacting elected representatives)?

2) What does a lobbyist do?  Give an example of someone who is a lobbyist.
Lobbying is a form of advocacy with the intention of influencing decisions made by legislators and officials in the government by individuals,
Insurance companies try to influence governments by hiring lawyers that represent their interests to government officials
World Wildlife Foundation hires lobbyists to try to promote environmental ideas in the government

3) A formal request to a superior or to one in authority for some privilege, right, benefit, etc. is known as a
petition

4) If you wanted to change/influence a local law, who would you contact?
Councilor or mayor


5) If you wanted to change/influence a provincial law, who would you contact?
The member of the legislative assembly from your constituency, the premier, cabinet ministers

6) If you wanted to change/influence a policy at your school, who would you contact?
School Board Trustee – possibly principal/superintendent

7) In what ways do elected officials demonstrate their accountability to the electorate
respond to constituents
participate in local events
represent and express in government meetings the concerns of constituents

8) This term means taking responsibility for your actions.
Accountability

9) A group of organizations working together for a common cause is known as a ….
Coalition

10) Rights that individuals have because they are part of a particular group are known as
Collective rights

11) What is it called when people vote directly on a specific issue/concern that affects them
Referendum, plebiscite

12) This word describes a meeting in which citizens have an opportunity to express their views about a bylaw.
Forum


13) Give an example of an NGO that is trying to influence government decisions.
Greenpeace is an environmental organization trying to influence the government to be more environmentally friendly

Ancient Athens
1) How did the structure of the government in ancient Athens provide opportunities for citizens to participate in decision making? 
Citizen were allowed to vote on issues in the Assembly, and 500 of them were selected in a draw to serve on the Boule who acted as 

2) Males in Athens who had Athenian-born parents could become what
Citizens

3) Foreigners who were living in Athens who couldn’t participate in government or vote were known as
Metics

4) The heart of ancient Athens where people bought and sold goods  and discussed issues was known as
Agora

5) This council of ancient Athens which had 500 members and made decisions about Athens’ day-to-day affairs.  What was this group called?
Boule

6) While Greece is often called the first democracy what is one reason you could argue that it was not a real democracy?
Women and Metics were not given the vote

7) In Ancient Greece this organization involved all citizens, who were encouraged to vote on the issues of the day.
Assembly

8) The type of democracy practiced in ancient Athens is often referred to as…..
Direct democracy

9) In ancient Greece an independent area made up of a city and surrounding countryside was known as a
City-state

10) In ancient Greece this was method banishing an unpopular or dangerous citizen for a number of years by popular vote, without a trial or formal accusation
ostracism

Iroquois Confederacy
1) Among the Iroquois, these beads made from shells are woven into patterned strings of belts that record important events, ideas, contracts, pledges or treaties among nations.
wampum

2) What was the Iroquois confederacy?  
It was an league or an alliance made up of five (later six) nations: the Seneca, Cayuga, Onondaga, Oneida, and Mohawk (later joined by the Tuscarora)

3) In Iroquois society large groups of related families that claim to be descended from a common ancestor are known as 
clans


4) These people were usually the oldest and most respected women in their clans
Clan mothers

5) These women were advised by these groups.
Women’s and Men’s Councils

6) This group met to discuss issues that affected the whole Iroquois Confederacy, such as peace treaties, trade agreements, and decisions to go to war.  It was made up of the Hoyaneh from each a nation.
Grand Council

7) What was the method of decision making used by this group?
Consensus

8) This was a treaty (first concluded with the British in 1674) negotiated between the Iroquois Confederacy and peoples of European descent based on mutual respect.
Two Row Wampum Treaty (the Guswentah)

9) What were the symbols used in the Tree of Peace
Eagle warns the people of any danger
Branches represent the protection of the nations under the Great Law of Peace
The weapon buried beneath the tree show that the Iroquois will not fight against each other
The roots represent peace and strength.  The roots lead anyone or any nation willing to follow the Great Law of Peace to the shelter under the tree

10) What is an advantage of consensus decision-making model for government? 
Consensus respects individual opinion while simultaneously establishing one collective decision that everyone agrees with and supports. It is an effective means to advance an issue.


11) What is a disadvantage of consensus decision-making model for government? 
Reaching consensus takes time and a great deal of discussion and facilitating. It requires group understanding of the issues and the willingness of team members to share their opinions openly.

12) How did the Six Nations use the consensus-building process? 
To make a decision, specific steps were followed.  Each nation came to a consensus decision on their own, in a specified order.  Decisions of the Grand Council had to be unanimous.

13) The male leaders of each of the nations of the Iroquois Confederacy were known as:
Hoyaneh or chiefs
14) Large, open dwellings where many families of the same Iroquois clan lived together were known as
Longhouses

15) Iroquois societies traced their descent through their maternal line.  This is known as what type of society?
Matrilineal

16) What is the name of the people of the Six Nations, also called “Iroquois” by French Settlers.
Haudenosaunee
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